FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, 20 July 2009

“HOMOSEXUALITY HAS INSPIRED SOME OF CALYPSO’S GREATEST
IMAGINATIVENESS” — Kaiso lovers invited to listen and chat

WHO: Calypso lovers. Colin Robinson, blogger/community organizer
Dr. Charleston Thomas, cultural critic. New CAISO coalition
3225(3?%;:%&%& WHAT: Free listening session to two dozen calypso recordings in a
tent-like setting, followed by a short, interactive discussion
WHEN: Thursday July 30, 2009 ¢ 7:30 to 9:30 pm

WHERE: Alice Yard, 80 Roberts St., Woodbrook
(btw. Brooklyn Bar & Woodbrook Playground)

WHY: Calypso’s imaginative treatment of homosexuality is as
fascinating and it is unacknowledged. Homosexuality
too often divides Trinbagonians unnecessarily.

CONTACT: Colin Robinson - tntavp@gmail.com ® 758-7676

The media is abuzz with reasoned debate about homosexuality of late. But a group of Trinbagonians
wants to take a different, unconventional approach to that too often controversial topic. They are asking
people who share a love of the national artform to gather together to spend an evening listening to calypso.

On July 30, they will create a tent-like setting from 7:30 to 9:30 pm in Woodbrook’s Alice Yard to listen
to the ingenious and playful ways in which two dozen recorded calypsoes have treated with homosexuality
over six decades. The event is scheduled during the month when members of Trinidad & Tobago’s gay
community have for the past 15 years celebrated
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talk about the meaning of the music, why dancehall and calypso treat so differently with the same issue, and
what implications the music and its history might have for debates about homosexuality in the current
political moment. Plans for Carnival season activities on the topic will also be aired. The programme has been
organized in tribute to CAISO, a coalition recently formed to promote an inclusive, 20/20 vision of sexual
orientation and citizenship in Trinidad & Tobago. Robinson is one of two authors of the group’s new blog at
gspottt.wordpress.com.



