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Human Rights Watch’s Advisory Committee to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Rights Program  

Statement on the  resignation of Scott Long, founding director of the program 

23 August 2010 

 

Scott Long, founding director of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights 
Program at Human Rights Watch, has announced his resignation today from that position. 
After suffering severe pulmonary embolisms in July, Long intends to focus on writing 
and teaching while convalescing. 

"Scott's exemplary dedication and diligence has been an inspiration to us all,” said Hadi 
Ghaemi, executive director of the International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran and 
member of the Human Rights Watch LGBT Advisory Committee. “His articulate and 
relentless defense of LGBT rights everywhere is unparalleled, and his tremendous efforts 
on this front have been a guiding voice for justice and equality."   

Long’s work with Iranian sexual rights advocates inside and outside the country for many 
years, including providing assistance to hundreds of LGBT Iranian refugees, is one of his 
many initiatives and accomplishments while working at Human Rights Watch. 

Long founded the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program in 2004. It 
was one of the first such programs in a major, mainstream human rights organization.   

Long joined Human Rights Watch in 2002, where he spent two years documenting 
Egyptian authorities’ arrest and torture of hundreds of men for allegedly having sex with 
other men. Perhaps his most significant achievement was working cooperatively with 
Egypt’s human rights community to develop a strong and unified response to the 
crackdowns. In the end, five major Egyptian human rights groups joined Long and 
Human Rights Watch in announcing and carrying out advocacy based on the documented 
abuse, making clear their conviction that sexual rights claims were core human rights 
concerns--a position still atypical at the time.     

In 2004, with the support of Human Rights Watch’s board and staff, he formally 
launched the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program. Bruce Rabb, 
Human Rights Watch Director Emeritus and LGBT Advisory Committee Co-Chair 
remembers that when Long spoke to the Human Rights Watch’s Board about the 
program’s creation, “The depth of Scott’s knowledge and the passion he had for his work, 
combined with the dramatic effectiveness of his research and advocacy in Egypt, made it 
clear to all present that, while setting up an LGBT program would break significant new 
ground for Human Rights Watch, Scott’s program would be core to Human Rights 
Watch’s mission and definitely should be undertaken.” 

Today, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program has six staff and has 
researched reports and publications on sexual rights issues in dozens of countries, most 
recently including Iraq, Honduras, the United States, Cameroon, and Senegal.  
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The program works dynamically with other programs at Human Rights Watch. Long co- 
authored a major report with Human Rights Watch’s Health and Human Rights division 
in 2004, bringing domestic and international attention to the links between HIV-related 
abuses and homophobic violence in Jamaica. The program also partners with many social 
movements and organizations around the world, collaborating with countless activists on 
all continents during the eight years since Long first joined Human Rights Watch.   

“I have been impressed by Scott’s knowledge of the condition of LGBT people in Africa, 
by his persistence and his ability to work steadfastly,” said Steave Nemande, of 
Alternatives-Cameroun. “He is particularly pleasant to work with because of his respect 
for other people’s ideas. His resignation is a tremendous loss for Human Rights Watch.” 

In 2006, Long was the principal author of a Human Rights Watch report documenting 
discrimination faced by same-sex bi-national couples in the United States, during a time 
of virulent activity against both LGBT and immigrant communities (2006). In 2008, 
Long oversaw a report investigating the colonial origins of many contemporary sodomy 
laws. The work reflects his careful consideration of the historical and cultural origins of 
current political debates around rights, gender and sexuality, and skillful use of 
scholarship to deepen advocacy.  

In 2009, Long went to Iraq to uncover, for the first time, detailed and accurate evidence 
of murderous militia violence against men who did not conform to norms of gender or 
sexual conduct.   

Human Rights Watch LGBT Advisory Committee Co-Chair Alice Miller (University of 
California Berkeley School of Law) extols Long’s synthesis of theory and action: “Scott 
has brought incredibly wide-ranging knowledge and passionate heart to the nitty-gritty 
work of documenting harm, and building sophisticated advocacy to make progress for 
LGBT people’s rights possible.” 

Long received a Ph.D. from Harvard in 1989, and in the 1990s served as a Fulbright 
Professor at the University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania, where he was involved in 
campaigning against surviving Soviet-era sodomy laws across Eastern Europe. He joined 
the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) in 1996. As 
Program Director, he furthered that organization’s capacity to link human rights fact-
finding and reporting to national and global-level advocacy.  

At the 2001 United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS, Long and 
his IGLHRC colleagues were at the center of a historic debate that permitted, for the first 
time ever, expert participation of lesbian and gay-focused groups at the UN. Long’s work 
at the Special Session reflected his broader vision for making spaces where LGBT 
advocates, particularly from the global South, can take the lead in multiple arenas of 
human rights advocacy. This vision led him to advocate for many years, together with 
partners from many other movements and countries, at the UN General Assembly, the 
Commission on Human Rights (now the UN Human Rights Council), the Commission on 
the Status of Women and the treaty bodies.   
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At IGLHRC, he also produced reports on state-sponsored homophobia in southern Africa 
(with IGLHRC and Human Rights Watch) and sexuality-based attacks on women’s 
organizing (with the Center for Women’s Global Leadership).   

 “Compared to a decade ago, many more governments and international organizations 
recognize the rights and lives of LGBT people as their  legitimate concern and Scott has 
made innumerable contributions to this change, and his leadership has been vital,” says 
Susana T. Fried, Advisory Committee member and Senior Gender Advisor in HIV 
Practice at the United Nations Development Programme.   

With the news of Long’s departure, the Human Rights Watch LGBT Advisory 
Committee stresses that the organization remains committed to the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender Rights Program, its dedicated staff, and its work with partners 
around the world. We look forward to hearing Scott’s unique, passionate voice and to 
learning from his expertise in the years to come as we work together as committed 
advocates toward full enjoyment of all rights for all people. Human Rights Watch will 
begin the process of identifying new leadership for this program in coming weeks.  


