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SECTION 6 

Perceptions on Teenage Violent Behaviour 

 This section focused on the perception of teenage deviance.
1
 Parents‟ perceptions 

of their own teenager‟s violence versus the violence of the average teenager and the 

perceptions of the “misbehaving teenager” are prescribed in this section. These norms 

influence the way we interact with teenagers and our expectations of them. 

 

What do you think is the main feature/trait/characteristic of a misbehaving 

teenager?   

 

Although there was a wide variation of responses, about 80% of respondents 

indicated disobedience/rebelliousness/lack of respect as main traits of the misbehaving 

teenager.  Specifically, 39% said “disobedience”, 22% “rebellious behaviour”, 17%  “no 

respect for authority”, 3% “temper tantrums”, 3% “cursing”, 3% “following bad 

company”, 2% “spoilt”, 2% “idle”, 2% “bad parenting” and 4% “don‟t know”. There 

were 4% of respondents giving other responses; these included stealing, failure in 

education, substance abuse and low self-esteem. 

 

                                                 
1 Teenage violence is the exhibition of aggressive behaviour through physical or verbal actions by teenagers. 
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In response to what is the main feature of a misbehaving teenager, there were 

similar results for both sexes. Precisely, 40% of females and 37% males responded with 

“disobedience”. There were also similar results for “rebellious behaviour”, 23% of 

females and 20% males; and for “no respect for authority”, 19% of males and 16% 

females. 

 

With regards to education, respondents from all educational levels responded 

similarly by choosing “disobedience”. Specifically, there were 40% secondary, 38% 

primary, 36% tertiary and 36% technical/vocational educated persons responding with 

“disobedience”. Tertiary educated persons were more likely to state “rebellious 

behaviour”; precisely there were 33% of tertiary, 24% technical/vocational, 20% primary 

educated and 11% secondary educated persons that gave that response. There were 
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similar results across groups for “no respect for authority”, with 34% 

technical/vocational, 29% secondary, 29% tertiary and 29% primary educated persons 

giving this response. 

 

In examining age, 36% to 41% of all age groups stated “disobedience”. 

Specifically, 39% of the 15-18, 36% 19-25, 38% 26-30, 37% 31-35, 39% 36-45, 41% 

46-55 and 36% of the 56 plus age group indicated “disobedience”. For “rebellious 

behaviour”, there was 17% of the 15-18, 26% 19-25, 22% 26-30, 27% 31-35, 20% 36-

45, 19% 46-55 and 21% 56 plus. For “no respect for authority” there were 19% of the 

15-18, 14% 19-25, 17% 26-30, 16% 31-35, 20% 36-45, 18% 46-55, and 17% 56 plus 

age groups. 
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 An analysis of monthly income showed marginal differences among groups stating 

“disobedience” in response to what is the main characteristic of a misbehaving teenager. 

Precisely, 40% of the $5,000-$9,999, 39% $0-$1,999, 37% $2,000-$4,999 and 35% 

$10,000 plus monthly income bracket stated “disobedience”. Persons from the lowest 

income bracket were least likely to say “rebellious behaviour” than higher monthly 

income brackets, with 27% $10,000 plus, 24% $2,000-$4,999, 22% $5,000-$9,999 and 

18% $0-$1,999 monthly income bracket giving that response. For “no respect for 

authority” the highest monthly income group was more likely to give this response. In 

particular 25% of the $10,000 plus, 18% $0-$1,999, 18% $5,000-$9,999 and 14% 

$2,000-$4,999 monthly income group gave “no respect for authority”.  

 

Tobago 

 To the question what do you think is the main feature/trait/characteristic of a 

misbehaving teenager, the majority of respondents stated “disobedience”. 

 In assessing sex, Tobago male respondents (11%) were more likely to state “no 

respect for elders/people in authority” than Trinidad male respondents (19%). 

 With reference to education, technical/vocational educated Trinidad respondents 

were 15% less likely than Tobago respondents of the same educational level to state 

“rebellious attitude”.  More specifically, 39% of Tobago and 24% of Trinidad persons 

stated “rebellious attitude”.  

 In analysing age, Tobago respondents in the 19-25, 26-30, 31-35, and 56 plus age 

groups were 7-13% more inclined to state “disobedience” than Trinidad respondents of 

the same age group. However, Tobago respondents in the 36-45 and 46-55 age groups 

were 8% less likely than Trinidad participants of the same age to state “disobedience”. 

Similarly, with the 46-55 age group Trinidad respondents were 9% more inclined to say 

“rebellious attitude” than Tobago respondents of the same age group. 

 With regards to monthly income, Tobago respondents (21%) earning $0-$1,999 

were 8% more likely to respond “no respect for elders/people in authority” than Trinidad 

participants (13%). Similarly, Trinidad participants (22%) in the $5,000-$9,999 monthly 
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income bracket were less inclined to state “rebellious attitude” than Tobago respondents 

(31%) of the same income bracket. 

  

Summary 

In response to what is the main feature, trait or characteristic of misbehaving 

teenager, there was a wide variation of responses with the majority of respondents stating 

disobedience. There were marginal results for both sexes. Respondents from all 

educational levels similarly responded with disobedience as the main characteristic. 

Tertiary educated persons were however, more likely to state rebellious behaviour than 

other groups. In examining age, there were little differences between groups in stating 

disobedience; however, the young adults had a slightly greater tendency to state 

rebellious behaviour. Similarly, with monthly income there were marginal differences 

among groups for stating disobedience, however, persons from the lowest income bracket 

were least likely to say rebellious behaviour and the highest income group was more 

likely to give no respect for authority.  
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In response to this question, over a quarter of respondents indicated that they 

experienced strong pressure from friends to do things that their parents would not 

condone.  However, the largest percentage of respondents (43%) said that there was “no 

pressure at all” from friends to do things that their parents would not allow them to do. 

Specifically, 43% said “no pressure at all”, 18% “weak”, 11% “very weak”, 18% 

“strong”,   and 10% “very strong”.
2
  

 

In response to how strong the pressure was to do things that parents did not allow, 

females were 13% more likely than males to say “no pressure at all”. Precisely, 49% 

females and 36% males responded with “no pressure at all”. There were similar results 

between groups for “weak” with 28% females and 24% males giving this response. 

However, males were more likely to report “strong” peer pressure with   35% males and 

23% females giving this response- a 12% difference. 

                                                 
2 The original five responses were truncated to form three major responses, “Strong”, “Weak” and “No pressure at 

all”; these were applied for all cross-tabulations. 
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With regards to education, primary educated persons were more likely to respond 

with “no pressure at all” than other groups. Specifically, there were 58% primary, 42% 

secondary, 41% technical/vocational and 32% persons with a tertiary education 

responding with “no pressure at all”. Tertiary educated persons were more likely to say 

that peer pressure was “weak”, with 35% of tertiary, 29% secondary, 24% 

technical/vocational and 22% primary educated persons giving this response. Primary 

educated persons were least likely to report “strong” peer pressure to do things their 

parents would not allow. Specifically, 35% technical/vocational, 33% tertiary, 29% 

secondary and 19% primary educated persons responded with “strong”. 
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 In examining age, there was a relationship between age and pressure with peers 

with 31% to 59% of all age groups stated “no pressure at all”. Specifically, 31% of the 

15-18, 29% 19-25, 31% 26-30, 44% 31-35, 52% 36-45, 52% 46-55 and 59% 56 plus 

age group responded with “no pressure at all”. Older persons were more likely to report 

“no pressure” than younger persons. For “weak” peer pressure, there was 34% of the 15-

18 age group, 34% 19-25, 35% 26-30, 26% 31-35, 24% 36-45, 25% 46-55 and 24% 56 

plus age group giving this response. Younger persons were more likely to state that peer 

pressure was “weak”. Younger people were also more likely to report “strong” peer 

pressure than older age groups. Precisely, 35% of the 15-18,  39% 19-25, 34% 26-30, 

30% 31-35, 24% 36-45, 23% 46-55, and 18% 56 plus age group reported “strong” peer 

pressure to do things their parents did not allow. 

 

 Analysing responses by monthly income of respondents, the highest income 

bracket group was least likely to report “no pressure at all”. Precisely 46% of the $5,000-

$9,999 income bracket, 45% $2,000-$4,999, 44% $0-$1,999, and 37% $10,000 plus 

responded with “no pressure at all”. Marginal differences were observed across monthly 

income groups responding with “weak” peer pressure: 29% of persons earning $0-

$1,999, 28% $2,000-$4,999, 28% $10,000 plus and 26% $5,000-$9,999 gave this 

response. The $10,000 plus bracket group was more likely to report “strong” peer 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

$0 - $1,999 $2,000 - $4,999 $5,000 - $9,999 $10,000 plus

28% 28% 29%
36%

29%
28% 26% 28%

44% 45% 46%

37%

Monthly Income

How strong is / was the pressure from your friends to do things that your 
parents would not allow you to do? (by monthly income)

Strong Weak No pressure at all



The ANSA McAL Psychological Research Centre 

 

109 

 

pressure. Particularly, 36% of the $10,000 plus, 29% $5,000-$9,999, 28% $2,000-$4,999 

and 28% $0-$1,999 income group reported “strong” peer pressure.  

 

Tobago 

 In responding to the question how strong is/was the pressure from friends to do 

things your parents would not allow you to do, almost one-third of respondents indicated 

strong pressure to act inconsistent with parental wishes. Specifically, 36% stated “no 

pressure at all”, 21% “weak”, 11% “very weak”, 17% “strong” and 14% “very strong”.
3
 

However, in comparison to Trinidad participants (43%), Tobago respondents (36%) were 

7% less likely to state “none at all”. 

 With regard to sex, male respondents from Tobago differed to males respondents 

of Trinidad with Tobago males being more likely to state “strong” and less likely to say 

“no pressure at all”. Specifically, 43% of Tobago males and 35% of Trinidad males stated 

“strong” and 26% of Tobago males and 36% of Trinidad males stated “no pressure at 

all”.  

 In assessing education, primary educated Tobago respondents were more likely to 

state “weak” or “strong” and less inclined to state “no pressure at all” than Trinidad 

respondents of the same group. Specifically, 34% of Tobago respondents and 19% of 

Trinidad respondents stated “strong”, 29% of Tobago and 22% of Trinidad participants 

said “weak” and 37% of Tobago and 49% of Trinidad persons relayed “no pressure at 

all”.   

In observing age, the 15-18, 36-45, 46-55, and 56 plus age groups of Tobago 

respondents were more likely to state “strong” and less likely to state “no pressure at all” 

than the Trinidad respondents of the corresponding age groups. Particularly with an 8%-

12% more difference in responding “strong” and 9%-15% less difference in responding 

“no pressure”. The 31-45 age group from Tobago was more likely to state “weak” and 

less likely to respond “strong” than Trinidad participants in the same group.   

                                                 
3 The original five responses were truncated to form three major responses, “Strong”, “Weak” and “No pressure at 

all”; these were applied for all cross-tabulations. 
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In examining monthly income, persons of Tobago earning $2,000-$4,999 had a 

greater tendency to state “strong” and lesser tendency to reply “weak” than Trinidad 

respondents of the same group. Specifically, 35% of Tobago and 28% of Trinidad 

respondents stated “strong” and 35% of Tobago and 28% of Trinidad participants said 

“weak”. Likewise, those Tobago respondents in the $5,000-$9,999 monthly income 

group, were more inclined to state “weak” and less likely to state “no pressure at all” in 

comparison to Trinidad respondents. Particularly, 43% of Tobago and 26% of Trinidad 

respondents said “weak” and 31% of Tobago and 46% Trinidad respondents stated “no 

pressure at all”. 

 

Summary  

The larger percent of respondents (just over two-fifths) said that there was no 

pressure at all from friends to do things that their parents would not allow them to do. 

Nearly one third of respondents stated that peer pressure was either weak or strong. 

Females were significantly more likely to say that they experienced no pressure at all, 

males however, were more likely to report strong peer pressure. Regarding education, 

primary educated persons were more likely to report no pressure at all and least likely to 

report strong peer pressure to do things their parents would not allow. Tertiary educated 

persons were more likely to say that the peer pressure they experienced was weak.  

In examining age, it was seen that older persons were more likely to report no 

pressure than younger persons. Younger persons were more likely to have experienced 

peer pressure and also to report that it was nearly equally strong and weak.  Analysing 

responses by monthly income of respondents, the highest income bracket was least likely 

to report no pressure at all, however, they were also most likely to report strong peer 

pressure than other groups. 
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In your opinion, how violent is the average teenager in society? 

 

In response to this question, over 80% of respondents answered “violent” or 

“somewhat violent”. Specifically, 29% stated “totally violent”, 26% “violent”, 28% 

“somewhat violent”, 12% “a little violent”, 2% “not violent at all” and 3% “don‟t 

know”.
4
  

  

Examining the results based on sex showed that there were no significant 

differences between males and females when responding to this question. In particular, 

56% of males and 54% females indicated “violent”. “Somewhat violent” was given by 

                                                 
4 The original responses “totally violent” and “violent” were truncated to “violent”, “somewhat violent” was 

unchanged and “a little violent” and “not violent at all” was truncated to “little-non violent”.  
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27% males and 29% females and “a little violent” was stated by 15% males and 14% 

females.  

 

Analyses of level of education showed that tertiary educated (39%) and secondary 

educated persons (54%) were least likely to state that they thought teenagers were 

“violent”- however there was a 15% difference between both groups. Particularly, 66% 

primary, 62% technical/vocational, 54% secondary and 39% tertiary educated persons 

stated “violent”. Persons who responded “somewhat violent” were most likely tertiary 

educated (42%) and least likely primary educated (19%). Specifically, “somewhat 

violent” was stated by 42% tertiary, 29% secondary, 22% technical/vocational and 19% 

primary educated persons. The responses given for “a little violent” were only marginally 

different with 18% tertiary, 14% secondary, 13% technical/vocational and 12% primary 

educated persons stating “a little violent”. 
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An evaluation of age revealed that the majority of persons within each age group 

responded “violent” with persons of the 31-35 age group (45%) being least likely to 

report “violent”. Particularly, “violent” was stated by 54% 15-18, 56% 19-25, 57% 26-

30, 45% 31-35, 56% 36-45, 53% 46-55 and 58% of the 56 plus age group. Persons of 

the youngest and oldest age group were least likely to state “somewhat violent” as 22% 

of persons in the 15-18, 31% 19-25 , 28% 26-30, 33% 31-35, 28% 36-45, 32% 46-55 

and 24% 56 plus age group responded “somewhat violent”. The 19-25 (11%) age group 

was the least likely to indicate “a little violent”. Specifically, 20% of the 15-18, 11% 19-

25, 13% 26-30, 18% 31-35, 14% 36-45, 13% 46-55 and 16% 56 plus age group stated 

that teenagers were “a little violent”. 
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An evaluation of monthly income found that persons within the $10,000 plus 

(44%) income range were the least likely to state that teenagers are “violent‟ than any 

other group. Specifically, 61% of persons within $0-$1,999, 60% $2,000-$4,999, 49% 

$5,000-$9,999 and 44% $10,000 plus income bracket stated “violent”. The frequency of 

responses for “somewhat violent” was opposite to “violent” as the frequency of responses 

declined as monthly income decreased. “Somewhat violent” was stated by 33% of the 

$10,000 plus group, 31% $5,000-$9,999, 26% $2,000-$4,999, and 22% $0-$1,999 

income bracket. “A little violent” was stated by 21% of the $10,000 plus, 18% $5,000-

$9,999, 14% $0-$1,999 and 12% $2,000-$4,999 monthly income group. 

 

Tobago 

  In response to this question, Tobago participants were a few percent less likely to 

state that the average teenager is “violent” compared to Trinidad participants. 

Specifically, 47% stated “violent” 36% “somewhat violent”, 14% “a little violent” and 

3% “don‟t know”.  

 Examining responses by sex showed that Tobago males were less likely than 

Trinidad males to state “violent” and correspondingly more likely than Trinidad males to 

state “somewhat violent”. Specifically, 56% Trinidad males and 45% Tobago males 

“violent” while 36% Tobago males and 27% Trinidad males stated “somewhat violent”.  

 Regarding education groups, Trinidad participants (62%) of the 

technical/vocational educated group were 27% more likely than Tobago persons (35%) of 

the same educational level to state “violent”. Additionally, secondary educated persons of 

Trinidad (54%) were more likely than Tobago persons (44%) of the same education 

group to state “violent”.  

A substantial 28% difference was observed for the response “somewhat violent” 

between Tobago (50%) and Trinidad (22%) participants who were technical/ vocational 

educated.  Secondary educated persons of Tobago (39%) were more likely than those of 

Trinidad (29%) to state “somewhat violent”. For the response “a little violent” tertiary 
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educated persons of Tobago (28%) had a greater tendency than those of Trinidad (18%) 

to give this response.   

 Assessing responses by age, Trinidad respondents in the age groups 19-25, 26-30, 

36-45 and 56 plus were 8-19% less inclined to relay “violent” than Tobago participants of 

the same age groups. Furthermore, Tobago respondents of the 19-25, 26-30, 31-35 and 

36-45 age groups were 7-14% more likely to state “somewhat violent” than Trinidad 

persons of the same age groups. For the response “a little violent” differences between 

Trinidad and Tobago ranged between 7-9% for the age groups 19-25, 26-30, 31-35, and 

46-55. 

Exploring responses by monthly income showed that Tobago participants of the 

$2,000-$4,999 and $5,000-$9,999 had a lower tendency than Trinidad participants of the 

same monthly income group to state “violent”. Specifically, Trinidad (60%) and Tobago 

(47%) persons earning $2,000-$4,999 and Trinidad (49%) and Tobago (29%) persons 

earning $5,000-$9,999 stated “violent”. Correspondingly, Tobago participants of the 

$2,000-$4,999 and $5,000-$9,999 monthly income groups were more likely than 

Trinidad participants of the same monthly income groups to state “somewhat violent”.  

 

Summary 

 The analysis of the results showed that approximately 97% of the respondents 

think that teenagers are violent to some extent, with half of the respondents stating 

violent. The analysis of males and females showed no differences between both. Persons 

who were tertiary and secondary educated persons were least likely to state that teenagers 

in society are violent, however they were the most likely to indicate that teenagers were 

somewhat violent. Persons within the 31-35 age group are most likely to indicate violent, 

and persons within the 19-25 age group least likely to say that teenagers are a little 

violent. Monthly income ranges showed that persons earning $10,000 plus were least 

likely to report teenagers as violent. Furthermore, as income decreased persons were less 

likely to report teenagers as somewhat violent or a little violent however they were more 

likely to state that teenagers were violent. 
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In your opinion, how violent is your teenager? 

 

 With regards to this question, 73% of respondents indicated that they did not have 

a teenager. Of those who stated they have a teenager (27%), 2% stated “totally violent” 

5% “violent”, 8% “somewhat violent”, 16% “a little violent”, 65% “not violent at all” 

and 4% “don‟t know”.
5
   

 

Examining responses by sex showed a marginal difference between males and 

females. Precisely, 68% females and 62% males stated “not violent at all” while 19% of 

males and 14% females said “a little violent”.  

                                                 
5  The original responses “totally violent”, “violent” and “somewhat violent” were truncated to “violent”, “a little 

violent” and “not violent at all” was unchanged.   
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In exploring education, tertiary educated persons were less likely than 

technical/vocational educated persons to state “not violent at all”. Specifically, 70% of 

technical/vocational, 67% secondary, 65% primary and 58% tertiary educated persons 

said their teenager is “not violent at all”. The response “a little violent” was given by 

19% tertiary, 16% primary, 15% secondary and 14% technical/vocational educated 

persons.  

  Assessing responses by age showed a 30% difference between persons in the 26-

30 age group and 46-55 age group for the response “not violent at all”. Specifically, 40% 

of persons in the 26-30, 63% 31-35, 70% 36-45, 73% 46-55 and 65% 56 plus age group 

stated their teenager is “not violent at all”. Persons in the 26-30 age group were the most 
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likely to state “a little violent”. Particularly, 28% of persons in the 26-30, 18% 31-35, 

14% 36-45, 14% 46-55 and 14% 56 plus age group said “a little violent”.  

 

Across monthly income groups, persons earning $0-$1,999 were the least likely to 

give the response “not violent at all”; 23% less than persons earning $10,000 plus. 

Specifically, 75% of persons earning $10,000 plus, 70% $2,000-$4,999, 62% $5,000-

$9,999 and 52% $0-$1,999 monthly said “not violent at all”. For the response “a little 

violent” 22% of persons earning $0-$1,999, 18% $5,000-$9,999, 14% $10,000 plus and 

12% $2,000-$4,999 monthly gave that response. 

 

Analysing the responses from the cross tabulations between the questions “how 

violent is the average teenager” and “how violent is your teenager” the following results 
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were observed. Of the respondents who indicated their teenager was “not violent at all” 

(65%), 81% of these respondents felt that the average teenager was violent. Specifically, 

34% stated “totally violent”, 22% “violent” and 25% “somewhat violent”. These findings 

suggest that respondents were more likely to rate non-immediate family (other people‟s) 

teenagers as more violent than their own. 

A comparison of responses show that persons believe that teenagers are violent, 

however, respondents who have teenagers (27%) were more likely to indicate that there 

teenager is not violent. This suggests the existence of pluralistic ignorance where society 

has a shared perception that teenagers are violent. This perception may be based on 

misleading or false information which persons used to create a negative perception of 

teenagers in society. 

Tobago 

 Regarding this question, Tobago participants responded differently to Trinidad 

participants. Specifically, 44% of Tobago respondents stated “not violent at all”, 17% a 

little violent”, 21% “somewhat violent” and 16% “violent”.  

 With regards to sex, Trinidad male (62%) and female (68%) respondents were 

more likely that Tobago male (46%) and female (43%) respondents to indicate that their 

teenager is “not violent at all”.   

 Secondary educated Trinidad respondents (67%) had a 31% greater tendency than 

Tobago respondents (36%) of the same education group to indicate their teenager is “not 

violent at all”.  

 Assessing responses by age showed that Trinidad participants of the 31-35, 36-45 

and 56 plus age group were 23%-30% more likely than Tobago respondents of the same 

age group to give the response “not violent at all”.   

 With regards to monthly income, Trinidad participants (70%) earning $2,000-

$4,999 were more likely than those Tobago participants (50%) of the same monthly 

income groups to state their teenager is “not violent at all”.  
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Summary 

 Regarding this question, close to three quarters of the sample indicated they do not 

have a teenager. The most popular response from persons, who had a teenager, was that 

their teenager was not violent. However, Trinidad respondents were more likely to state 

that their teenager was not violent than Tobago participants. Similar results were seen for 

males and females. Tertiary educated persons were less likely compared to 

technical/vocational educated persons to state their teenager is not violent. Persons within 

the 26-30 age group were less likely to state their teenager was not violent, compared to 

older age groups. Persons earning $0-$1,999 were the least likely to state their teenager is 

not violent.  

From the sample, 73% of respondents indicated that they did not have a teenager. 

Over 95% of respondents who had a teenager indicated that their teenager is at least a 

little violent. The sex suggests no substantial differences for both questions. Tertiary and 

secondary educated persons had a greater tendency to state that the average teenager was 

somewhat violent; tertiary educated persons were the most likely to state their teenager 

was a little violent.  

Older persons were more likely than younger persons to say that the average 

teenager was violent and somewhat violent, while younger persons stated a little violent. 

Higher income earners were less likely to state that the average teenager was violent.  
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SECTION 7 

Perceptions on Teenage Sexual Behaviour 

 Teenage sexuality is an important issue to address since there are direct and 

indirect implications for future generations. Although there has been a steady rise in risky 

sexual activity over time, the impact of HIV/AIDS has served to signal the implications 

of sexual behaviour. Many teenagers are tempted to begin early sexual activity due to 

peer pressure, perceived gender roles (especially with respect to males who are lauded in 

some culture for their early commencement), liberal views on casual dating and the 

increased popularity of “sugar daddies/ mommies”. This section assesses the perceptions 

on teenage sexual activity. The perceptions or misperceptions of teenagers will influence 

the norms of teenagers. Such perceptions propel teens towards behaviour that they 

perceive as normative. The teenage developmental period is a period of ambiguity and 

uncertainty and such norms act as guides and gauges.   

 

Do you think that teenagers have sex with their boyfriends/girlfriends?  

  In response to this question, 96% of respondents indicated that they think 

that teenagers have sex with their boyfriends/girlfriends. In particular, 68% stated “all of 

them”, 28% “some of them”, 1% “none of them” and 3% “don‟t know”. 
6
 

                                                 
6 The four responses were truncated to two major responses; “all of them” and “some of them” and cross tabulations 

were applied. 
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 Exploring responses by sex showed similar responses between males and females 

in response to this question with 69% of males and 68% females stating “all of them” and   

29% of females and 28% males stating “some of them”.  

 

 Analysing responses by educational attainment, marginal differences were 

observed across groups for persons stating “all of them”. More specifically, 70% of 

secondary, 68% technical/vocational, 67% tertiary, and 66% primary educated persons 

stated “all of them”. Similarly, there were marginal differences across groups for persons 

stating “some of them”. Precisely, 31% of tertiary, 30% primary, 29% 

technical/vocational and 27% secondary educated persons stated “some of them”.  
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 Examining responses by age, adolescents and young adults were more likely than 

older adults to state “all of them”. Specifically, 71% of persons in the 15-18, 76% 19-25, 

70% 26-30, 69% 31-35, 69% 36-45, 64% 46-55 and 61% 56 plus age group stated “all 

of them”. Additionally, older persons were more likely than younger persons to state 

“some of them”. Particularly, 22% of persons in the 15-18, 24% 19-25, 28% 26-30, 

29% 31-35, 29% 36-45, 33% 46-55 and 31% 56 plus age group said “some of them”.  

 

 Across monthly income groups, persons earning $10,000 plus were the least likely 

to say “all of them”. Specifically, 71% of $2,000-$4,999, 71% $5,000-$9,999, 69% $0-

$1,999 and 63% $10,000 plus income bracket stated “all of them”. Marginal differences 
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were observed across monthly income groups for persons stating “some of them”. 

Precisely, 33% of persons earning $10,000 plus, 28% $0-$1,999, 27% $2,000-$4,999 and 

27% $5,000-$9,999 stated “some of them”. 

 

Tobago 

 Similarly to Trinidad, an overwhelming majority (98%) of respondents indicated 

they think that teenagers have sex with their boyfriends/girlfriends. 

 A slight difference was noted between Tobago (36%) and Trinidad (29%) females 

giving “some of them” as their response.  Regarding education, Trinidad secondary 

educated persons (70%) were more likely than Tobago secondary educated persons 

(62%) to state “all of them”. For the response “some of them”, Tobago secondary 

educated persons (35%) gave this response more than Trinidad respondents (27%) of the 

same education group.    

 With regards to age, differences were seen between Trinidad and Tobago persons 

in the 19-25, 26-30 and 31-35 age groups. Particularly, in the 19-25 age group 76% 

Trinidad and 61% Tobago, 26-30 age group 80% Tobago and 70% Trinidad and 31-35 

age group 69% Trinidad and 59% Tobago respondents stated “all of them”. Differences 

of 7-12% were observed between Trinidad and Tobago respondents of the 15-18, 19-25 

and 31-35 age groups.  

 Exploring responses by monthly income showed differences between Trinidad and 

Tobago persons earning $0-$1,999 monthly. Trinidad persons (69%) were 11% more 

likely than Tobago persons (58%) to state “all of them”. Conversely, Tobago persons 

(37%) were more likely than Trinidad persons (28%) to state “some of them”.   

 

Summary 

 Regarding this question, results showed that almost the entire sample think  that 

teenagers have sex with their boyfriends/girlfriends. There was consensus in responses 

between males and females. Marginal differences were observed across education groups. 

Regarding age groups, adolescents and young adults were more likely than persons in late 
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adulthood to state “all of them”. Additionally, persons earning $10,000 plus were least 

likely to state “all of them”.  

 

How many sexual partners do you think the average teenager has? 

 

 In response to this question 80% indicated that the average teenager has one or 

more sexual partners. Specifically, 0% said “none”, 6% “one”, 24% “two”, 30% “three”, 

11% “four”, 14% “five”, 3% “six”, 1% “seven”, 2% “eight”, 1% “nine”, 9% “ten and 

more” and 20% “don‟t know”.
7
  The average number of sexual partners indicated was 

four, (M= 3.92, SD=2.43). A measure of the number of sexual partners the average 

teenager has was calculated against the demographics; sex, age, educational attainment 

and monthly income using a one way ANOVA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
7 The twelve responses were truncated into three major responses; “one-two”, “three-four” and “five or more”, and 

cross tabulations were applied.  
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Perceptions of Sexual Partners of Average Teenager by Demographics (Trinidad) 

 

 

 

 Similar results were seen for males and females regarding this question with 25% 

males and 24% females stating “one-two” sexual partners. The response, “three-four” 

was given by 35% of males and 32% females and “five or more” was stated by 24% of 

males and 22% females. No significant statistical difference was observed between the 

sexes. 
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 Analysing responses by educational attainment, marginal differences were 

observed across groups. Precisely, 28% of tertiary, 24% secondary, 23% primary and 

23% technical/vocational educated persons stated “one-two” sexual partners. 

Additionally, 36% technical/vocational, 34% secondary, 32% primary and 30% tertiary 

educated persons stated “three-four”. Technical/vocational educated persons were more 

likely than primary educated persons to state “five or more” Particularly, 26% of 

technical/vocational, 23% tertiary, 23% secondary and 18% primary educated persons 

stated “five or more”.  No significant statistical difference was found among the 

educational levels. 
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 Examining responses by age, 21-29% of persons across age groups stated “one-

two” sexual partners. Specifically, 23% of persons in the 15-18, 21% 19-25, 29% 26-30, 

22% 31-35, 25% 36-45, 27% 46-55 and 22% 56 plus age group stated “one-two”. 

Persons in the 19-25 and 31-35 age groups were more likely than persons in the 46-55 

age group to indicate “three-four”. Particularly, 31% of persons in the 15-18, 37% 19-

25, 33% 26-30, 37% 31-35, 34% 36-45, 28% 46-55 and 32% 56 plus age group said 

“three-four”. The response “five or more” was given by 31% of persons in the 15-18, 

31% 19-25, 24% 26-30, 22% 31-35, 22% 36-45, 19% 46-55 and 12% 56 plus age 

group. Comparing age groups using a one-way ANOVA, statistical differences were 

detected among groups, F = (6, 1513) = 3.17, p < .05. A post-hoc pair-wise comparison 

using Tukey‟s HSD showed that persons in the 56 plus age group think that teenagers 

have fewer sexual partners than persons in the 19-25 age groups. 
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 Exploring responses by monthly income showed that across groups, persons 

earning $10,000 plus were the most likely to state “one-two”. Specifically, 31% of 

persons earning $10,000 plus, 25% $5,000-$9,999, 25% $2,000-$4,999 and 22% $0-

$1,999 said “one-two”. Similar results were observed for persons stating “three-four” 

with 37% of persons earning $5,000-$9,999, 33% $0-$1,999, 33% $2,000-$4,999 and 

33% $10,000 plus giving that response. The response “five or more‟ was given by 26% 

of persons earning $0-$1,999, 22% $2,000-$4,999, 21% $5,000-$9,999 and 20% $10,000 

plus. No significant statistical difference was found among the monthly income brackets. 

 

Tobago 

 Marginal differences were observed between Trinidad and Tobago participants 

with regards to this question. Specifically, 36% responded “three-four”, 28% “one-two”, 

17% “five plus” respectively.   Similar responses were observed when compared by sex. 

Using a one way ANOVA, a measure of the average number of sexual partners a teenager 

has was analysed against demographics; age, sex, educational attainment and monthly 

income. No significant statistical differences were observed among any of the 

demographic groups. 
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Perceptions of Sexual Partners of Average Teenager by Demographics (Tobago) 

 

Variable M SD  Variable M SD 

Sex    Education   

 Male  3.62 2.25   Tertiary 4.21 2.41 

 Female  3.55 2.22   Primary 3.95 2.58 

Age      Technical/

 Vocational 

3.35 2.50 

 15-18  3.70 2.25   Secondary 3.32 1.98 

 19-25 3.45 1.89  Monthly Income   

 26-30 3.59 2.27   $0-$1,999 3.34 1.79 

 31-35 4.19 2.45   $2,000-$4,999 3.44 2.31 

 36-45 3.94 2.53   $5,000-$9,999 4.15 2.69 

 46-55 2.68 1.72   $10,000 plus 3.27 2.09 

 56 plus 3.54 2.42      

 

 With regards to age, Tobago respondents had a greater tendency than Trinidad 

respondents to the give the response “one-two” and “three-four”. Specifically, in the 19-

25 age group 31% of Tobago and 21% Trinidad and in the 46-55 age group 41% 

Tobago and 27% Trinidad persons stated “one-two” partners. For the response “three-

four”, persons of the 15-18 age group 49% Tobago and 31% Trinidad and of the 26-30 

age group 46% of Tobago and 33% Trinidad respondents gave this response.   

 Assessing responses by education showed that Tobago respondents who were 

primary (33%) and technical/vocational (39%) educated were more likely than Trinidad 

respondents primary (24%) and technical/vocational (23%) educated to state “one-two”. 

Additionally, for the response “three-four”, Tobago respondents that were primary (41%)  

and tertiary (42%) educated were more likely than Trinidad primary (32%) and tertiary 

(30%) educated persons to give that response.  

 Among monthly income groups, for the response “one-two”, Tobago respondents 

(34%) were more likely than Trinidad respondents (25%) to give that response. 
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Conversely, Trinidad respondents (26%) were more likely than Tobago respondents 

(18%) to state “five plus”.  

 A comparison of Trinidad and Tobago respondents that stated they “agree” that it 

is okay to have sex before marriage showed that Tobago respondents were 18% less 

likely to state “likely” and 26% more likely to state that parents are “unlikely” to accept 

their teenager‟s sexual relationship. Specifically, 49% Trinidad and 31% Tobago 

respondents stated “likely” while 67% Tobago and 41% Trinidad said “unlikely”. Persons 

that stated they “disagree” with pre-marital sex were 51% of Trinidad and 27% Tobago 

respondents stated “likely” while 71% Tobago and 59% Trinidad respondents stated 

“unlikely”.  

 

Summary 

 Regarding this question, the majority of respondents indicated that they think 

teenagers have more than one sexual partner, with the average response being three or 

four partners. Females had a slightly greater tendency than males to think that teenagers 

have more sexual partners. Across education groups, primary educated persons were less 

likely than tertiary educated persons to state that teenagers have more sexual partners. 

Persons in late adulthood (56 plus) were the least likely to respond that they think that 

teenagers have more sexual partners. Similar results were observed across monthly 

income groups.  
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Do you think that parents are likely to accept their teenager’s sexual relationship? 

  

  

 In response to this question 22% of respondents indicated that parents are likely to 

accept their teenagers‟ sexual relationships. Specifically, 41% said “unlikely”, 33% 

“totally unlikely”, 20% “likely”, 5% “don‟t know” and 2% “totally likely”. 
8
 

 

                                                 
8 The original five responses were truncated to form three major responses, “Likely”, “unlikely” and “don‟t know”; 

these were applied for all cross-tabulations. 
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 Persons of the 31-35 (79%) age group were more likely than those of the 56 plus 

(69%) age group to indicate “unlikely”. Persons stating “unlikely” were 76% of the 15-

18, 77% 19-25, 75% 26-30, 79% 31-35, 73% 36-45, 70% 46-55 and 69% 56 plus age 

group persons. Persons in the 45-55 and 56 plus age groups were more inclined than 

persons in the 15-18 and 31-35 age groups to state “likely”. Precisely, those giving 

“likely” were 17% of the 15-18, 19% 19-25, 20%  26-30, 17% 31-35, 24% 36-45, 26% 

46-55 and 25% 56 plus age group. 

 

 There existed no major differences between males and females. Those responding 

“unlikely” were 76% of females and 71% males. “Likely” was given by 24% of males 

and 21% of females. 
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 Analysing education showed that technical/vocational educated persons were the 

least frequent to state “unlikely”. “Unlikely” was indicated by 75% secondary, 74% 

tertiary, 73% primary and 68% technical/vocational educated persons.  Persons that 

stated “likely” were; 29% of technical/vocational, 23% tertiary, 22% primary and 20% 

secondary educated respondents.  

 

 Persons of middle to high monthly income groups were less inclined than those of 

lower income groups to indicate “unlikely” with a 9% difference between low and high 

income groups. “Unlikely” was indicated by 78% of the $2,000-$4,999, 75% $0-$1,999, 

72% $5,000- $9,999 and 69% of the $10,000 plus monthly income brackets. Respondents 

of high income groups were more inclined to state “likely”, as 28% of the $10,000 plus, 

28% 5,000- $9,999, 20% $0-$1,999 and 18% of the $2,000 -$4,999 income group 

indicated “likely”. 

 

Tobago 

 Slight differences were noted between Trinidad and Tobago respondents with 

regards to this question. Specifically, 46% responded “unlikely”, 26% “likely”, 24% 

“totally unlikely”, 3% “don‟t know” and 2% “totally likely”. 
9
 

                                                 
9 The original five responses were truncated to form three major responses, “Likely”, “unlikely” and “don‟t know”; 

these were applied for all cross-tabulations and comparisons made against Trinidad responses. 
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 Tobago male respondents (61%) had a lower tendency than Trinidad male 

respondents (71%) to state “unlikely”. Additionally, for the response “likely” Tobago 

participants (35%) were more likely than Trinidad respondents (24%) to give that 

response.  

 With regards to education, Tobago respondents that were tertiary and 

technical/vocational educated were 7-10% more inclined than Trinidad participants of the 

same educational group to state “unlikely”. For the response “likely” 29% Tobago and 

20% Trinidad respondents who were secondary educated gave that response.  

 Assessing responses by age showed that there were differences between Trinidad 

and Tobago respondents of the 19-25, 31-35 and 36-45 age groups. Specifically, in the 

19-25 age group 77% of Trinidad and 66% Tobago, 31-35 age group 79% Trinidad and 

65% Tobago and the 36-45 73% Trinidad and 66% Tobago respondents stated 

“unlikely”. Trinidad respondents of the 31-35 and 36-45 age groups were 7-12% more 

likely than Tobago persons of the same age groups to state “likely”. 

 Among monthly income groups, Tobago persons earning $0-$1,999 and $5,000-

$9,999 were 9-10% more likely than Trinidad persons of the same income group to give 

“unlikely” as their response. For the response “likely”, Tobago respondents earning $0-

$1,999 and $5,000-$9,999 were more likely than Trinidad respondents of the same group 

to state “likely”. 

 

Summary 

 The majority of respondents indicated that they believed that parents are unlikely 

to accept their teenager‟s sexual relationship. However, almost 25% of young adults were 

more inclined than older persons to indicate unlikely. Older persons had a greater 

propensity to respond likely. There were no major differences between males and 

females. Persons who were technical/ vocational educated were the least likely to indicate 

unlikely and the most likely to indicate that parents are likely to accept their teenager‟s 

sexual relationship. Persons of high monthly income groups responded that parents are  
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likely to accept their teenager‟s sexual relationship more than those of lower income 

groups. 
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SECTION 8 

Perceptions on Disability 

This section reported findings on perceptions of disabled persons as related to 

employment and capacity to work, social interaction and education and being 

incorporated into regular schools and competitive society.
10

 Norms and values toward the 

disabled are important to evaluate so as to feed into programmes designed to sensitize 

and change attitudes towards persons with disabilities. 

 

Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following: 

Most disabled people are willing and able to work.  

 

In response to this question, nearly two thirds of respondents (65%) said that they 

“agree” that most disabled people are willing and able to work. Specifically, 19% said 

“totally agree”, 46% “agree‟, 20% “disagree”, 3% “totally disagree” and 13% “neither 

agree nor disagree”.  

 

                                                 
10 Disability is the lack of ability relative to personal or group standards or norms. It may involve physical, sensory, 

cognitive or intellectual impairments as well as mental illness. 
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In response to whether one agrees that disabled people are willing and able to 

work, there were similar results for both sexes. Precisely, 66% of females and 64% males 

responded with “agree”. There were also similar results for “disagree”, 25% males, 21% 

females; and for “neither agree nor disagree”, 14% males and 12% females. 

 

There was a range of 9% between the highest and lowest percentages. Specifically, 

there were 68% of technical/vocational, 67% secondary, 61% tertiary, and 59% primary 

educated persons responding with “agree”. For “disagree”, primary educated persons 

were the most likely to give this response, particularly, 29% of primary, 23% 

technical/vocational, 21% secondary and 21% tertiary educated persons. Tertiary 

educated persons were more likely than technical/vocational to give “neither agree nor 
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disagree”, with 17% of tertiary, 12% secondary, 12% primary and 9% 

technical/vocational educated persons giving this response.  

 

In examining age, there were marginal differences across age groups with 62%-

69% of all age groups stating they “agree” that disabled persons are willing and able to 

work. Specifically, 62% of the 15-18, 62% 19-25, 61% 26-30, 66% 31-35, 69% 36-45, 

66% 46-55 and 66% 56 plus age group indicated that they “agree”. For “disagree”, there 

were marginal differences with 23% of the 15-18, 26% 19-25, 26% 26-30, 21% 31-35, 

20% 36-45, 22% 46-55 and 22% 56 plus age group giving that response. There were 

also marginal differences across age groups for “neither agree nor disagree” with 15% of 

the 15-18,  12% 19-25, 13% 26-30, 13% 31-35, 12% 36-45, 13% 46-55, and 12% 56 

plus age group giving this response. 

 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

15 - 18 age group

19 - 25 age group

26 - 30 age group

31 - 35 age group

36 - 45 age group

46 - 55 age group

56 & over age group

62%

62%

61%

66%

69%

66%

66%

23%

26%

26%

21%

20%

22%

22%

A
ge

Most disabled people are willing and able to work (by age)

Agree Disagree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

$0 - $1,999

$2,000 - $4,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$10,000 plus

62%

71%

62%

68%

26%

19%

24%

21%

M
o

n
th

ly
 In

co
m

e

Most disabled people are willing and able to work (by monthly income)

Disagree Agree



The ANSA McAL Psychological Research Centre 

 

140 

 

 Analysing responses by monthly income of respondents, 71% of persons in the 

$2,000-$4,999 income bracket said they “agree” that disabled persons are willing and 

able to work. Precisely 71% of the $2,000-$4,999, 68% $10,000 plus, 62% $0-$1,999 and 

62% $5,000-$9,999 income group said “agree”. There were marginal differences for 

“disagree”: 26% of the $0-$1,999, 24% $5,000-$9,999, 21% $10,000 plus and 19% 

$2,000-$4,999 group gave this response. For the response “neither agree nor disagree” 

there were marginal differences among groups with 14% $5,000-$9,999, 12% $0-$1,999, 

11% $10,000 plus and 10% $2,000-$4,999 giving this response.  

 

Tobago 

 Similar to Trinidad, Tobago respondents were more frequent to state they “agree” 

that most disable persons are able and willing to work. Responses were similar when 

comparing Trinidad and Tobago participants by sex.  

 Differences were noted among education group, a major difference (21%) was 

noted between primary educated Tobago (80%) and Trinidad (59%) respondents for the 

response “agree”. Differences were also seen for the tertiary and technical vocational 

educated groups. Specifically, 61% Trinidad and 44% Tobago tertiary and 68% Trinidad 

and 54% Tobago technical/vocational educated persons said “agree”. For the response 

“disagree” secondary and tertiary educated persons were 7% more likely to give that 

response. Tobago persons (14%) who were secondary educated were less likely than 

Trinidad persons (21%) of the same education groups to state “neither agree nor 

disagree”.  

 With regards to age, Tobago participants were less likely than Trinidad persons of 

the 15-18, 19-25 and 31-35 age groups to state “agree”. Specifically, in the 15-18  age 

group 62% of Trinidad and 53% of Tobago, 19-25 62% of Trinidad and 54% of 

Tobago, 31-35 66% of Trinidad and 53% of Tobago said “agree”. However, Tobago 

respondents of the 46-55 and 56 plus age groups had a greater tendency to state “agree”. 

Particularly, 46-55 74% Tobago and 66% Trinidad and 56 plus 80% Tobago and 66% 

Trinidad said “agree”.   
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 With regards to monthly income, Tobago respondents (78%) earning $2,000-

$4,999 were slightly more likely than Trinidad respondents (71%) of the same income 

group to state “agree”. 

 

Summary  

Close to two- thirds of respondents said they agree that most disabled people are 

willing and able to work. There were no major differences between males and females. 

Regarding education, primary educated persons were least likely to state they agree that 

disabled persons are willing and able to work. In examining age, although there were 

little differences among groups it was observed that respondents within the 36-45 age 

group were slightly more likely to agree.  

 

Disabled people should live with others of similar disability. 

 

In response to this question, over two-thirds of respondents (68%) said that they 

“disagree” that disabled people should live with others of similar disability. Specifically, 

3% “totally agree”, 17% “agree”, 55% “disagree” and 11% “neither agree nor disagree”.  
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In response to whether one agrees that disabled people should live with others of 

similar disability, there were similar results for both sexes. Precisely, 69% of females and 

68% males responded with “disagree”. There were also similar results for “agree”, 21% 

of females and 20% males; and for “neither agree nor disagree”, 12% of males and 10% 

females. 

 

With regards to education, tertiary educated persons were more likely to 

“disagree” than other groups, that disabled persons should live with others of similar 

disability. Specifically, there were 74% of tertiary, 68% secondary, 65% 

technical/vocational and 64% primary educated persons responding with “disagree”. 

Tertiary educated persons were least likely to “agree”, particularly, 25% of primary, 21% 

technical/vocational, 21% secondary and 14% tertiary educated gave that response. Little 

or no differences were observed across groups for “neither agree nor disagree”.  
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In examining age, 62%-73% of all age groups stated they “disagree” that disabled 

persons should live with others of similar disability. Specifically, 62% of the 15-18 age 

group, 67% 19-25, 69% 26-30, 68% 31-35, 73% 36-45, 71% 46-55 and 67% 56 plus 

age group indicated that they “disagree”. The youngest age group was the least likely to 

“disagree” and simultaneously the most likely to “agree”. Specifically, 28% of the 15-18, 

20% 19-25, 19% 26-30, 20% 31-35, 18% 36-45, 19% 46-55 and 22% 56 plus age 

group stated “agree”. There were marginal differences across age groups for “neither 

agree nor disagree” with 10% of the 15-18,  13% 19-25, 13% 26-30, 12% 31-35, 10% 

36-45, 10% 46-55, and 11% 56 plus age group giving this response. 
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 Analysing responses by monthly income, marginal differences were observed 

across groups in stating “disagree” to whether disabled persons should live with others of 

similar disability. Precisely 74% of the $5,000-$9,999, 72% $10,000 plus, 71% $2,000-

$4,999 and 69% $0-$1,999 income bracket said “disagree”. The tendency to “agree” 

declined as monthly income increased: 23% of $0-$1,999, 19% $2,000-$4,999, 18% 

$5,000-$9,999 and 15% of the $10,000 plus monthly income group gave this response. 

For the response “neither agree nor disagree” there were marginal differences among 

groups with 14% of $10,000 plus, 10% $2,000-$4,999, 8% $5,000-$9,999 and 8% $0-

$1,999 income bracket giving this response.  

 

Tobago 

Tobago participants responded similar to Trinidad participants to this question. 

Minimal differences were observed between the Trinidad and Tobago participants for the 

demographics sex, age and monthly income.  

 Assessing responses by education, differences were noted for the response 

“disagree”. Precisely, 81% Tobago and 74% Trinidad tertiary and 81% Tobago and 65% 

Trinidad technical/vocational educated persons gave “disagree” as their response.  

 

Summary  

Over two-thirds of respondents disagreed that disabled people should live with 

others of similar disability. Less than a quarter of respondents agreed. There were 

marginal differences for both sexes. Tertiary educated persons were more likely to 

disagree, that disabled persons should live with others of similar disability; likewise, 

tertiary educated persons were least likely to agree.  

In examining age, the youngest age group was least likely to disagree with the 

statement. The youngest age group was however, more likely to agree that disabled 

persons should live with others of similar disabilities. Analysing responses by monthly 

income showed marginal differences across groups in disagreeing, conversely, the 

tendency to agree declined as monthly income increased. 
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Disabled children in regular classrooms have a negative effect on other children. 

 

 Regarding this question, 30% agreed with 10% unsure and 60% of respondents 

stated they “disagree” that disabled children in regular classrooms have a negative effect 

on other children.  Specifically, 4% “totally agree”, 26% “agree”, 47% “disagree”, 13% 

“totally disagree” and 10% “neither agree nor disagree” with the statement.  

 

 Marginal differences were observed between males and females regarding this 

question. The response “disagree” was given by 61% of females and 58% males. 

Additionally, 31% of males and 29% females stated “agree” and 11% of males and 10% 

females stated “neither agree nor disagree”.  
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 Analysing responses by educational groups, tertiary educated persons were most 

likely to state they “disagree” while primary educated persons tended to be the least 

likely. Particularly, 75% of tertiary, 63% technical/vocational, 60% secondary and 46% 

primary educated persons stated they “disagree”. Substantial differences were seen across 

education groups for persons stating “agree”. Specifically, 44% of primary, 30% 

secondary, 25% technical/vocational and 17% tertiary educated persons said “agree”. For 

the response “neither agree nor disagree” there were similar results with 12% of 

technical/vocational, 11% primary, 11% secondary and 9% tertiary educated persons 

giving that response.  
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Exploring responses by age groups, persons in late adulthood were least likely to 

state they “disagree”, particularly compared to adolescents and young adults. More 

precisely, 63% of the 15-18, 65% 19-25, 60% 26-30, 60% 31-35, 59% 36-45, 59% 46-

55 and 52% 56 plus age group stated they “disagree”. Persons in the 56 plus age groups 

were most likely to state they “agree” that disabled children in regular classrooms have a 

negative effect on other children. Precisely, 30% of the 15-18, 26% 19-25, 28% 26-30, 

27% 31-35, 31% 36-45, 30% 46-55 and 38% 56 plus age group said they “agree”. 

Similar results were seen across age groups stating they “neither agree nor disagree” with 

7% of the 15-18, 10% 19-25, 12% 26-30, 13% 31-35, 10% 36-45, 11% 46-55 and 11% 

56 plus age group giving that response.  

 

With regards to monthly income, higher income earners were more likely to state 

they “disagree” than lower income earners. Specifically, 67% of persons earning $5,000-

$9,999, 65% $10,000 plus, 59% $0-$1,999 and 57% $2,000-$4,999 stated they 

“disagree”. Across monthly income groups, persons earning $5,000-$9,999 were the least 

likely to state they “agree”. Precisely, 34% $0-$1,999, 33% $2,000-$4,999, 28% $10,000 

plus and 23% $5,000-$9,999 stated they “agree”. “Neither agree nor disagree” was given 

by 11% of the $5,000-$9,999, 10% $2,000-$4,999, 8%$0-$1,999 and 8% $10,000 plus 

monthly income group.  
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Tobago 

 No major differences were observed between Trinidad and Tobago participants 

regarding this question as over half of respondents stated they “disagree” with the 

statement. Similar responses were detected when comparing responses by sex and 

monthly income.  

 Exploring responses by education showed differences for the response “disagree”. 

Particularly, 46% Trinidad and 39% Tobago primary and 73% Trinidad and 63% Tobago 

technical/vocational educated persons said “disagree”.  

 With regards to age, Trinidad persons (59%) in the 46-55 age group were more 

likely than Tobago persons (50%) of the same age group to state “disagree”.  

 

Summary  

 With regards to this question, though the majority of persons stated they disagree 

that disabled children in regular classrooms have a negative effect on other children, 

almost one-third indicated negative effects on other children. Marginal differences were 

seen between males and females. Approximately three quarters of tertiary educated 

persons stated they disagree while less than half of primary educated persons stated they 

disagree. Across education groups, primary educated persons had a greater tendency to 

state they agree that disabled children in regular classrooms have a negative effect on 

other children. Adolescents and young adults had a greater tendency to state they disagree 

with the statement. Higher income earners had a greater tendency to disagree compared 

to lower income earners.  
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Disabled individuals can be expected to fit into competitive society. 

 

 For this question the majority of respondents stated they “agree” that disabled 

individuals can be expected to fit into competitive society. Specifically, 13% “totally 

agree”, 49% “agree”, 17% “disagree, 2% “totally disagree” and 19% “neither agree nor 

disagree”. 

 

 Assessing responses by sex, identical results were seen between males and females 

regarding this question. Specifically, 62% of males and 62% females stated they “agree”, 

19% of males and 19% females stated they “disagree” and 19% of males and 19% 

females stated they “neither agree nor disagree” that disabled individuals can be expected 

to fit into competitive society.  
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 Exploring responses by education, technical/vocational educated persons were 

marginally more likely than primary and secondary educated persons to “agree” that 

disabled individuals can be expected to fit into competitive society. Precisely, 69% of 

technical/vocational, 63% tertiary, 61% primary and 60% secondary educated persons 

stated they “agree” with the statement. Secondary educated persons were more likely 

than technical/vocational educated persons to state they “disagree”. More precisely, 22% 

of secondary, 19% primary, 17% tertiary and 14% technical/vocational educated persons 

stated they “disagree”. The response “neither agree nor disagree” was given by 20% of 

primary, 20% tertiary, 19% secondary and 16% technical/vocational educated persons.  
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Assessing responses by age, adolescents were the least likely to “agree” that 

disabled persons can be expected to fit into competitive society. More specifically, 55% 

of the 15-18, 61% 19-25, 64% 26-30, 61% 31-35, 61% 36-45, 66% 46-55 and 65% 56 

plus age group stated they “agree”. Persons in the 15-18 age group (23%) were more 

likely than persons in the 46-55 age group (16%) to state they “disagree”. Particularly, 

23% of the 15-18, 20% 19-25, 18% 26-30, 21% 31-35, 19% 36-45, 16% 46-55 and 

19% 56 plus age group said “disagree”. Marginal differences were seen across groups 

indicating they “neither agree nor disagree” with 22% of the 15-18, 19% 19-25, 18% 

26-30, 18% 31-35, 21% 36-45, 18% 46-55 and 16% 56 plus age group giving that 

response.  
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 In examining responses by monthly income, there were minor differences across 

groups for persons stating they “agree”. Specifically, 68% of persons earning $10,000 

plus, 64% $5,000-$9,999, 64% $0-$1,999 and 63% $2,000-$4,999 said “agree”. Similar 

results were seen for “disagree” with 21% of persons earning $5,000-$9,999, 19% 

$2,000-$4,999, 19% $10,000 plus and 18% $0-$1,999 giving that response. Compared to 

persons earning less than $4,999 monthly, persons earning $10,000 plus were less likely 

to state “neither agree nor disagree”. Particularly, 19% of persons earning $2,000-$4,999, 

18% $0-$1,999, 15% $5,000-$9,999 and 12% $10,000 plus said “neither agree nor 

disagree”. 

 

Tobago 

 Responses were marginally different for Trinidad and Tobago respondents with 

regards to this question. Compared to Trinidad, responses were similar with regard to sex.  

 For education groups, Tobago persons technical/vocational and tertiary educated 

were more likely than Trinidad persons of the same education group to state “agree”. 

Specifically, 81% Tobago and 69% Trinidad technical/vocational and 70% Tobago and 

61% Trinidad tertiary educated gave the response “agree”. 

 Among age groups a variance of 8-15% was observed for the response “agree” 

between Trinidad and Tobago persons in the 19-25, 26-30, 36-45 and 56 plus age groups. 

Precisely, in the 19-25 age group 61% Trinidad and 53% Tobago, 26-30 74% Trinidad 
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and 64% Tobago, 36-45 69% Trinidad and 61% Tobago and 56 plus age group 80% 

Trinidad and 65% Tobago respondents said “agree”.   

 Tobago persons earning $0-$1,999 and $2,000-$4,999 monthly were 7-9% more 

likely than Trinidad persons of the same monthly income group to state they “agree” with 

the statement.  

 

Summary  

 Regarding this question, the majority of respondents indicated they agree that 

disabled individuals can be expected to fit into competitive society.  There was consensus 

between males and females in response to this question. Among education groups, 

technical/vocational educated persons were most likely to agree. Persons in late 

adulthood were more likely than adolescents to state they agree that disabled individuals 

can be expected to fit into competitive society. Marginal differences were seen across 

monthly income brackets. 

 

Disability Scale 

 

The questions of this section were used to measure the general public‟s perception 

of and their attitude toward disabled persons in society. The scale consisted of four items. 

Responses were measured using the five-point likert scale: totally agree (1), agree (2), 

neither agree nor disagree (3), disagree (4) and totally disagree (5). The disability scale 

comprised of the following questions: 

Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements? 

a. Most disabled people are willing and able to work.  

b. Disabled people should live with others of similar disability. 

c. Disabled children in regular classrooms have a negative effect on other children. 

d. Disabled individuals can be expected to fit into competitive society. 

 

Questions (a) and (d) were reverse coded. The disability scale was analysed 

against demographics: sex, education, age and monthly income using a one-way 



The ANSA McAL Psychological Research Centre 

 

154 

 

ANOVA. Trinidad respondent‟s scores ranged from 4-20 and the mean score on the scale 

was 14.08 (SD=2.50) where a higher score indicated a more positive attitude towards 

disable persons. 

 

Mean Attitude towards Disability by Demographics (Trinidad) 

 

Variable M SD  Variable M SD 

Sex    Education   

 Female 14.17 2.43   Technical/
 Vocational 

14.40 2.75 

 Male 13.98 2.57   Secondary 14.04 2.48 

Age     Tertiary 14.71 2.40 

 15-18  13.77 2.50   Primary 13.41 2.32 

 19-25 14.01 2.53  Monthly Income   

 26-30 14.07 2.39   $0-$1,999 14.00 2.56 

 31-35 

 36-45 

14.29 

14.27 

2.56 

2.47 

  $2,000-$4,999 14.18 2.32 

  $5,000-$9,999 14.42 2.52 

 46-55 14.21 2.54   $10,000 plus 14.48 2.50 

 56 plus 13.92 2.43      

 

A comparison of the perception and attitudes toward the disabled by education 

showed significance F = (3, 1937) = 18.12, p < .05, among education groups. A post-hoc 

pair-wise comparison, using Tukey‟s HSD, detected a statistical difference between 

primary educated persons and persons of the other education groups. Primary educated 

persons had the lowest means, thereby having the least positive view of disabled persons. 

A statistical difference was also seen between secondary and tertiary educated persons 

where secondary educated persons had a less positive attitude than tertiary educated 

persons. It can thus be assumed that tertiary and technical/vocational educated persons 

have a more positive attitude toward the disabled in society than primary and secondary 

educated persons. No significance was observed for age, sex and monthly income.  
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Tobago 

A measure of the perception and attitude toward the disabled was tested against 

demographics sex, education, age and monthly income using a one-way ANOVA. 

Tobago respondent‟s scores ranged from 6-20 and the average score on the scale was 

14.27 (SD=2.39), where a higher score indicated a more positive attitude towards 

disabled persons. 

No statistical differences were detected for sex, education, age and monthly 

income. 

Mean Attitude towards Disability by Demographics (Tobago) 

 

Variable M SD  Variable M SD 

Sex    Education   

 Female 14.44 2.50   Technical/
 Vocational 

14.71 2.27 

 Male 14.02 2.20   Secondary 14.29 2.39 

Age     Tertiary 14.19 2.82 

 15-18  13.73 2.56   Primary 14.03 2.24 

 19-25 13.64 2.35  Monthly Income   

 26-30 14.91 2.29   $0-$1,999 14.00 2.46 

 31-35 

 36-45 

14.09 

14.64 

2.45 

2.04 

  $2,000-$4,999 14.62 2.53 

  $5,000-$9,999 14.22 2.34 

 46-55 14.20 2.47   $10,000 plus 14.88 2.06 

 56 plus 14.83 2.49      

  

Summary 

 With regard to this scale, marginal differences were observed for age, educational 

attainment, monthly income and sex. 
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SECTION 9 

Perceptions on Homosexuality 

Globally, the tolerance of homosexuals has increased.
11

 Thus, the prevalence of 

this lifestyle is no longer an issue that can be ignored nor hidden as its portrayal in the 

media is easily seen and accessed. Homosexuality once defined as deviant behaviour is 

now being seen by many as an acceptable alternative lifestyle. This transitionary period 

between deviance to acceptable normative is also facilitated by the media and laws. 

However, the major theologies have all spoken against homosexual behaviours. The 

contradiction between political correctness and acceptance of homosexuals as well as 

religious condemnation of such behaviour creates dissonance which the majority of the 

population may have. These inconsistencies between rational/legalistic action and 

traditional action need to be resolved if possible to reduce not only psychological tension 

but the discriminatory behaviour that can arise from stereotyping. The questions were 

asked to assess the extent to which people respect the rights of this group.  

 

To what extent do you support equal rights for gays/ lesbians/ homosexuals?  

  
  

                                                 
11 Homosexuals are individuals who have sexual and romantic interests with persons of their same sex. 
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 Over two-thirds of respondents indicated that they were “unsupportive” of equal 

rights for gays/lesbians/homosexuals. Specifically 69% of respondents indicated 

“unsupportive”, 26% “supportive” and 5% “don‟t know”. 

 

 No major differences were found among the responses of males and females. 

Respondents stating that they were “unsupportive” of equal rights for gays/ 

lesbians/homosexuals were 72% of males and 67% females. “Supportive” was indicated 

by 28% of females and 24% males. 

 

 The analysis of education showed that primary educated persons were the most to 

state “unsupportive” and tertiary educated persons the least to state “unsupportive”. 

Particularly, “unsupportive” was given by 80% of primary, 70% secondary, 68% 
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technical/vocational and 55% tertiary educated respondents. “Supportive” was stated by 

41% tertiary educated, 28% technical/vocational, 24% secondary and 15% primary 

educated persons. 

 

 Older respondents were more likely to be “unsupportive” of equal rights for gays/ 

lesbians/ homosexuals than younger respondents. “Unsupportive” was indicated by 62% 

of the 15-18, 68% 19-25, 62% 26-30, 67% 31-35, 71% 36-45, 71% 46-55 and 76% 56 

plus age groups. Younger persons were more “supportive” than older persons. 

“Supportive” was given by 28% of 15-18, 28% 19-25, 35% 26-30, 29%  31-35, 25% 

36-45, 21% 46-55 and 21% 56 plus age group. 
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  Again persons of higher income brackets were more supportive of gay rights. 

Specifically, participants responded “unsupportive” with 74% of the $0-$1,999, 73% 

$2,000-$4,999, 67% $5,000- $9,999 and 59% of the $10,000 plus monthly income range. 

Persons of higher income ranges were also more likely to be “supportive”. “Supportive” 

was stated by 37% of persons earning $10,000 plus, 30% $5,000-$9,999, 23% $2,000-

$4,999 and 21% $0-$1,999 monthly. 

 

Tobago 

 Tobago respondents had a greater tendency to indicate that they are 

“unsupportive” of equal rights for gay/lesbians and homosexuals than Trinidad 

respondents. Specifically, 86% said “unsupportive”, 12% “supportive” and 2% “don‟t 

know”.   

 Differences were noted between both Trinidad and Tobago males and females; 

Tobago respondents were more likely to state “unsupportive”. Precisely, for Tobago 

respondents, 86% females and 85% males said “unsupportive” while for Trinidad 

respondents 72% males and 67% females also said “unsupportive”. Correspondingly, 

Tobago males and females were less likely to state “supportive”.  

 Across education groups, significant differences were observed between Trinidad 

and Tobago participants with Tobago respondents more likely to state “unsupportive”. 

Specifically, 79% Tobago and 55% Trinidad tertiary, 89% Tobago and 68% Trinidad 

technical/vocational, 85% Tobago and 70% Trinidad secondary and 91% Tobago and 

80% Trinidad primary educated persons indicated they are “unsupportive” of equal right 

to gays/lesbians and homosexuals.  

 Assessing responses by age showed that differences existed between Trinidad and 

Tobago respondents for all age groups. In particular, persons in the 15-18 age group, 

80% Tobago and 62% Trinidad, 19-25 age group 80% Tobago and 68% Trinidad, 26-

30 age group 74% Tobago and 62% Trinidad, 31-35 age group 97% Tobago and 67% 

Trinidad, 36-45 age group 82% Tobago and 71% Trinidad, 46-55 age group 89% 
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Tobago and 71% Trinidad and 56 plus age group 93% Tobago and 76% Trinidad 

respondents said “unsupportive”.   

 Among monthly income groups, Tobago respondents earning $0-$1,999, $2,000-

$4,999 and $5,000-$9,999 were more likely than Trinidad respondents of the same 

income groups to state “unsupportive”. Precisely, 84% Tobago and 74% Trinidad 

respondents earning $0-$1,999, 85% Tobago and 73% Trinidad earning $2,000-$4,999 

and 88% Tobago and 67% Trinidad earning $5,000-$9,999 gave “unsupportive” as their 

response.   

 

Summary 

 In response to the question, to what extent do you support equal rights for 

gays/lesbians/homosexuals, over two-thirds of the respondents indicated unsupportive. 

No major differences were found among males and females. 

 Primary educated persons were found to be the most unsupportive for equal rights 

and tertiary educated the most supportive. Older persons were more likely to be 

unsupportive whereas younger persons had a greater tendency to be supportive. The 

assessment of monthly income showed that persons of lower income groups were more 

unsupportive and persons of higher income groups were more supportive of equal rights 

for gays/lesbians/homosexuals. Tobago respondents were the most likely to indicate that 

they are unsupportive to equal rights for gays/lesbians/homosexuals.  
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Would you go out liming with someone whom you knew was gay/lesbian or 

homosexual?

 
 In response to this question, almost half of all respondents said “no”. Specifically, 

48% of respondents stated “no” to liming with someone whom they knew was 

gay/lesbian/homosexual, 37% indicated “yes-both”, 7% “yes-female only”, 3% “yes-

male only” and 5% “don‟t know”. 
12

 

 

  The analysis of results showed no major difference in the responses of males and 

females when “no” was stated as 49% of males and 46% females gave this response. 

However, females (42%) were more likely than males (31%) to respond “yes-both”, an 

11% difference. 

                                                 
12 The responses “no” and “yes-both” were analysed for cross tabulations. 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

No Yes - both Yes - female only Yes - male only Don't know

48%

37%

7%
3% 5%

Responses

Would you go out liming with someone whom you knew was gay / 
lesbian or homosexual?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Males

Females

49%

46%

31%

42%

Se
x

Would you go out liming with someone whom you knew was gay / 
lesbian or homosexual? (by sex)

No Yes - both



The ANSA McAL Psychological Research Centre 

 

162 

 

 

 Education showed that persons who were primary educated (65%) were the most 

likely to indicate “no” and tertiary (30%) educated persons the least likely. In particular, 

65% of primary educated, 49% secondary, 43% technical/vocational and 30% tertiary 

educated persons indicated “no”. Those most likely to indicate “yes-both” were tertiary   

educated and least likely primary educated. “Yes-both” was given by 53% of tertiary, 

38% technical/vocational, 36% secondary and 24% primary educated respondents. 

 

 The examination of age showed that older respondents were more likely to 

respond “no”. “No” was indicated by  36% of  persons in the 15-18, 37% 19-25, 41%  

26-30, 45% 31-35, 49% 36-45, 57% 46-55 and 60% 56 plus age group. Persons 

responding “yes-both” were mostly younger respondents with 37% of persons in the 15-
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18, 42% 19-25, 42% 26-30, 39%  31-35, 37% 36-45, 34% 46-55 and 32% 56 plus age 

group indicating “yes-both”. 

 

 Lower income groups were more likely to respond “no” and higher income groups 

“yes” to the question as 53% of the $0-$1,999, 49% $2,000-$4,999, 44% $5,000-$9,999 

and 36% of the $10,000 plus income bracket responded “no”. Higher income groups 

were more likely to respond “yes-both” with 50% of the $10,000, 41% $5,000-$9,999, 

36% $2,000-$4,999 and 33% $0-$1,999 monthly income group indicating “no”. 

 

Tobago 

 Similar to Trinidad, the majority of respondents indicated that they would not go 

out liming with someone whom they knew was gay/lesbian/homosexual. Specifically, in 

response 51% of respondents said “no”, 36% “yes-both”, 8% “yes-female only” and 4% 

“yes-male only”.   Compared to Trinidad, Tobago responses were similar when compared 

by monthly income. 

 A minor difference was observed between Trinidad and Tobago females stating 

“no” with 53% Tobago and 46% Trinidad respondents giving that response.  

 Regarding education, Tobago respondents (50%) who were technical/vocational 

educated were slightly more likely than Trinidad respondents (43%) of the same 

education group to state “no”. 
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 Examining responses by age showed differences between Trinidad and Tobago 

respondents of the 19-25, 26-30, 31-35 and 56 plus age groups that stated “no”. 

Specifically, in the 19-25 age group 48% of Tobago and 37% Trinidad, 26-30 41% 

Trinidad and 31% Tobago, 31-35 53% Trinidad and 45% Tobago and 56 plus 73% 

Trinidad and 60% Tobago said “no”.  

  

Summary 

 In response to this question nearly half of the respondents (48%) indicated “no” 

they will not go out liming with someone whom they knew was gay/lesbian/homosexual. 

Other respondents indicated, “yes-both”, they will go out liming with someone whom 

they knew was gay/lesbian/homosexual, male and female. Females were more likely than 

males to state “yes-both”. Primary educated persons were the most likely to respond “no” 

and tertiary educated the least likely. Tertiary educated were also the most likely to 

indicate “yes-both”. 

 Older persons were more likely to state “no” and younger persons more likely to 

say “yes-both”. Persons of lower income groups were more likely to indicate that they 

will not go out liming with someone whom they knew was gay/lesbian/homosexual.  

 

Conclusion 

 In response to statements, the majority of persons stated that 

disobedience/rebelliousness was the marked characteristic of a misbehaving child. With 

respect to age, younger groups were more likely to state disobedience whereas older 

groups opted for rebellious behaviour.  

Over half of the respondents stated that there was no pressure. Males admitted to 

more peer pressure than females. In assessing educational levels, primary educated 

persons were the least likely to state that they felt peer pressure. With regards to age, 

younger persons noted more of the prevalence of peer pressure as either being strong or 

weak. With regard to monthly income, the higher income earners were the least likely to 

report no peer pressure at all.  
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The majority (73%) of respondents indicated that they did not have a teenager. 

Almost two thirds (65%) of parents stated that their teenager was not violent at all. 

Marginal differences were noted for both males and females for both questions. Primary 

and technical/vocational educated persons had a greater tendency to state that the average 

teenager was violent.  Tertiary educated persons were the most likely to state their 

teenager was a little violent. Respondents in the 31-35 age group were least likely to say 

that the average teenager was violent. A comparison of responses show that persons 

believed that teenagers are violent, however, respondents who have teenagers (27%) were 

more likely to indicate that there teenager is not violent which suggest pluralistic 

ignorance. 

 The majority of respondents believed that teenagers have sex with their 

boyfriends/girlfriends and have more than one sexual partner. There was consensus 

between the sexes with regard to teenage sexual activity. Adolescents and young adults 

were more likely than persons in late adulthood to state that all teenagers have sex. 

Additionally, persons in the 19-25 age group stated that teenagers had more sexual 

partners than persons in 56 plus age group. 

 Approximately three quarters of the respondents stated it is unlikely that parents 

accept their teenager‟s sexual relationship. Females were more likely to state that parents 

would not be accepting. In assessing education, technical/vocational educated persons 

were more likely than secondary educated respondents to state that parents were 

accepting of their teenagers. Persons earning $5,000-$9,999 and $10,000 plus were more 

likely to state that parents accept their teenager‟s sexual relationships. 

 The majority of respondents indicated they agree that most disabled persons are 

able and willing to work and can be expected to fit in competitive society. Similarly, the 

majority of respondents disagreed that disabled persons should live with others of similar 

disability and disabled children in regular classrooms have a negative effect on other 

children. Similar responses were observed for males and females. Across education 

groups, primary educated persons had the least positive attitude towards disabled persons 



The ANSA McAL Psychological Research Centre 

 

166 

 

while tertiary educated persons had the most positive, especially towards disabled 

children in the classroom setting.  

 Adolescents and young adults had a greater tendency to disagree that disabled 

persons should live with others of similar disabilities and that disabled children in regular 

classrooms have a negative effect on other children. Marginal differences were observed 

for responses by monthly income.  

 The majority of respondents indicated that they were unsupportive of equal rights 

for homosexuals and approximately half would not go out „liming‟ with homosexual 

persons. Both males and females were marginally different in support for equal rights; 

however females were more likely to state yes to „liming‟. Primary educated persons 

were most likely to state unsupportive of and unwilling to „lime‟ with homosexuals 

whilst tertiary educated persons were most in support and willing. Higher income earners 

were the most supportive and stated that they would go „liming‟ with homosexual 

persons.  


