
ADD ALL THREE! CREATE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN T&T 
REGARDLESS TO AGE, HIV, OR SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

Office of the Prime Minister 
13-15 St. Clair Avenue, Port of Spain 

Dear Madam Prime Minister and Members of Parliament: 

At the June 2011 opening of Parliament, our President said, “Our policies and practices must 
reflect a determination to ensure equal opportunity for all of our citizens, regardless of political 
affiliation or any other subjective consideration.” 

What’s your position? Should legal protection from discrimination in employment, education, 
housing, health care and services be denied to any citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, based on whether 
they’re young, elderly or middle-aged, HIV-negative or not, heterosexual or not? Very shortly you will 
have a bipartisan opportunity to take an important and overdue step to advance Government protection of 
human rights in Trinidad & Tobago and bring our 49-year-old developing nation further into the 21st 
century. When the Equal Opportunity Act (EOA) comes before Parliament for amendment in the coming 
weeks, you can help add age, HIV status and sexual orientation to statuses it protects from unfair 
discrimination in employment, education and the provision of accommodation, goods and services. 

Please don’t pick and choose which one(s) to add: Add all three. Discrimination is a cancer. 
Tolerating it against any group means politicians get to decide which minorities have rights and which do 
not, which human beings are worth less than others. All three statuses are used daily as grounds for unfair 
discrimination that offends the principles of equality on which our nation was founded. Such discrimination, 
when tolerated or excused by the State, robs people of their human dignity and citizenship in profound 
ways. You will have the opportunity to vote and show Trinidad & Tobago’s position on these matters to the 
world right around the time that we undergo our first comprehensive human rights review by the United 
Nations Human Rights Council. 

The Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and each member of Parliament can work and can 
engage others to ensure all three statuses are included in the Equal Opportunity amendment bill that 
Parliament passes. You will have the gratitude and support of thousands of citizens like me and the people 
in my life I love who are living with HIV, who are young, who are gay, and who are old, many of whom are 
afraid if they sign this letter they might lose their job, family support or public respect. The risk for 
discrimination is quite high for those the Equal Opportunity Act would protect if you add these three 
statuses. Yet, adding all three statuses to the bill together is hardly risky for a modern Parliament to do as an 
act of human rights leadership. It’s time we joined other great nations and set ourselves apart from the 
shameful ones that deny human rights and freedom of expression to their citizens, or that use the law to 
impose the rules of a particular faith on everyone. 

Newspaper editorials, university researchers, legal and human rights professionals, leading civil society 
groups and Parliamentarians themselves have all spoken out against discrimination based on these three 
statuses and urged their inclusion in the EOA. I am adding my voice to theirs. 

Yours truly, 

Name: ...........................................................................  

Address:  ....................................................................  

Date: .............................................................................  


